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Historical Crisis Committee: The Salem Witch Trials 
 
Introductions 

Dilanaz Güler (President Chair): Salutations! I’m Dilanaz, a rising senior (second 
year in IB) in TED Ankara College with a lot of eccentric interests and a passion for advocacy! 
I’m a self-proclaimed book nerd, art enthusiast, voiceover actress, avid movie-watcher and love 
all things horror/true crime. For reasons unknown, (some say a bizarre case of hyperthymesia ; 
others believe no more than obsessive enthusiasm) I can memorise and  quote 
books/screenplays/poems line by line under the right circumstances (or in all circumstances, to 
be honest.) This is my 16th overall conference, and 7th chairing experience. Nothing gets my 
heart rate up more than learning, or discussing a subject matter with people who are just as 
enthusiastic as me; so shoot me an e-mail at gulerdilanaz@gmail.com if you have anything on 
your mind, or would like to ask a question upon the issue.  
 
Alara Gültekin (USG): 
Hello delegates, I am Alara Gültekin and I will be your Under Secretary General through out this 
comittee. I’m in 11th grade and studying in ankara egitim kurumlari. (actually i’m not studying 
in that school anymore but let’s skip that part :) ) 
First and foremost,I  would like to start with explaining why you should keep attending MUN’s. 
Since we are experiencing such pandemic, we should all focus on something that can distract us 
from the outside world.As a person who loves to attend MUN’s, this thing called ‘online MUN’ 
is actually so productive and effective.This will be my first online MUN but I am so pleased to 
work with amazing people through this 3 days. Apart from MUN’s I’m a professional dancer and 
I love to sing. I also desire to be an advocate so if you need my assistance  in the future,you can 
hit my email up :) alaragultekin2004@gmail.com  
And of course if you have any questions regarding to the committee, don’t hesitate to contact me 
:) 
 
Secondly,I’ve been attending MUN’s for 3 years and I’ve experienced so many things that I 
wouldn’t be able to learn in anywhere. Apart from practicing your second language,you also 
meet people from all over the world and which is a great opportunity.So let’s have a fruitful 
debate through our sessions and have remarkable memories. 
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Overview  
It’s May of 1692, and newly appointed Governor William Phips have called you to serve 

your duty to the state and the Bible, and jury a series of cases regarding bewitchment under Chief 
Justice William Stoughton in the town of Salem, Massachusetts.  
 

The Court of Oyer and Terminer (“to hear and determine”), will begin by hearing the 
previous testimonies of  Tituba, the Carribean slave whom has been accused by Abigail 
Williams, Elizabeth Parris and a number of other girls to have bewitched them. Tituba, along 
with other “witches” have already been brought before the magistrates Jonahtan Corwin and 
John Hathorne and questioned, where Tituba confessed to the unlawful act and named others 
who may also be an accomplice. It is the court’s duty to hear out the testimonies of the newly 
accused; let them present their cases, and rid the town of Salem from this blasphemy forever by 
determining the women’s fate.  
 

The cases of bewitchment have not only been detrimental to the good, Christian values in 
the town of Salem, but also took a toll on the villager’s collective peace. A mass hysteria has 
been noticed to bud and spread, disturbing neighbourly relations and the civil order. When in 
trial, it is encouraged for the jury to keep in mind that each verdict will also bring the town’s 
response with them- navigate your priorities in accordance.  
 

 



 

Procedure for the HCC 
The aim of the Historical Crisis Committee is to navigate through the events of the Salem Witch 
Trials in 1962. Whom who have been accused of witchcraft have prepared their cases, and 
collected evidence in regards. The committee is a huge trial; for the delegates are the judges 
deciding on the accused’s end.  
 
The Historical Crisis Committee will move forward through crises taking place, and directives as 
a response. There are three directives that can be used: 

1. Personal Directive: A personal directive is an action your own character, personally 
would like to take. Whether it be forging an alliance with another person from the 
committee, bribing, or secretly initialising an investigation; all personal directives are 
either sent to the chairboard or the Under-Secretary General; and if accepted, will be kept 
private unless the delegate wishes to announce it themselves.  

2. Joint Directive: Joint directives act similar to personal directives in regards to secrecy and 
benefit. They are formed within smaller groups in the committee as collective action, 
(can assist either a certain group or the committee, but are not written by the entire 
committee) sent to the USG or the chairboard, and will be kept private unless the group 
mentioned decides to announce it themselves.  

3. Committee Directive: Committee directives are the “resolutions” of crisis committees. 
They are the determining action; which will, in our case, be the verdicts given to the 
accused. Committee Directives are sent to the chairboard, but voted within the 
committee, and has a ⅔ treshold to exceed in order to pass. 

 
Furthermore, the committee will go case-by-case, reviewing each testimony and evidence (and 
maybe a few crises along the way) before deciding upon a verdict, and moving on to the next 
one. Each delegate has their own personality and role to play, in which you can find out more by 
checking out the matrix, and reading additional articles.  
 
 
Background of the Issue 
It’s the spring of 1692, and the word has got around: the 9 year old Elizabeth Parris and 11 year 
old Abigail Williams, (the daughter and the niece of the Salem Village minister Samuel Parris, 
respectively;) have been diagnosed of bewitchment by William Griggs- the local doctor. Yet, it 
was soon found out that the suspected bewitchment has surpassed these two, and could now be 
seen in other young girls, including Ann Putnam Jr., Mercy Lewis, Elizabeth Hubbard, Mary 
Walcott, and Mary Warren.  
 

 



 

After questioning these girls, who have suffered fits, violent contortions and uncontrollable 
outbursts of screaming; they pointed fingers at Tituba (a Carribean slave), Sarah Good, a beggar; 
and Sarah Osborne, a poor, elderly woman. Out of three, only Tituba confessed to witchcraft, 
claiming there were other witches in service of the devil.  
 
 
 
A Historical Look to the Society in Salem, MA 

Colonial Massachusetts was 
majorly and almost strictly 
consisted of Puritan 
Christians, making a living 
through agriculture (or 
worked ports, inevitably 
creating a richer social class 
in Salem). “In 1689, English 
rulers William and Mary 
started a war with France in 
the American colonies. 
Known as King William's 
War to colonists, it ravaged 
regions of upstate New York, 
Nova Scotia and Quebec, 

sending refugees into the county of Essex and, specifically, Salem Village in the Massachusetts 
Bay Colony.” 
 
The displaced people created a strain on Salem's resources. This aggravated the existing rivalry 
between families with ties to the wealth of the port of Salem and those who still depended on 
agriculture. Controversy also brewed over Reverend Samuel Parris, who became Salem Village's 
first ordained minister in 1689, and was disliked because of his rigid ways and greedy nature. 
The Puritan villagers believed all the quarreling was the work of the Devil.” 2 

 
The rivalry between social classes, a new, greedy minister; quarrel with native americans, and 
overall lack of resources was almost always attributed to a hand of devil in the town of Salem- 
which is why the notion of witchcraft being present in the Christian community led to mass 
hysteria: who knows what doom will uninterfered evil be brought upon the community of 
Salem?  
 

 



 

Witchcraft Craze 
“From the early decades of the 14th century until 1650, continental Europeans executed between 
200,000 and 500,000 witches, 85% or 
more of whom were women. The character and timing of these executions and the persecutions 
which preceded them were determined in part by changed objectives of the Inquisition, as well as 
by a dif- ferentiation process within medieval society. The witch craze answered the need for a 
redefinition of moral boundaries, as a result of the profound changes in the medieval social 
order. The fact that these executions and the accompanying demonological theories enjoyed 
widespread and popular acceptance can be explained through the anomie which permeated 
society at that time. While these conditions provided the intellectual, cognitive background for 
the witch hunts, economic and demographic changes, together with the emotional need for a 
target, explain why the witch-hunts were directed at women.”1 Nachman Ben-Yehuda, reasoned 
upon the witchcraft craze that rippled through Europe. 
 
Definition of Key Terms 

Court of Oyer and Terminer: 
 
The anglo-french rooted phrase, “oyer 
et terminer”; translates to “to hear and 
determine”. The Court of Oyer and 
Terminer convened in Salem Towne 
on June 2, 1692, with Chief Magistrate 
William Stoughton presiding and 
Thomas Newton serving as the 
Crown’s Prosecuting Attorney. 
 
 
 

Spectral Evidence: Spectral evidence is a form of evidence which is mainly based upon dreams 
and visions. If one was to testify against someone through the usage of spectral evidence; it 
would be on the grounds of the accuser being choked, bitten, pinched or otherwise harmed by the 
accused, despite them being physically nowhere nearby. Their spirits, however, would have 
appeared in a dream or a vision, and inflicted pain through it.  
 
Touch test: an evidentiary practice, if the accused would have touched the victim while they 
were having a fit, and the fit came to an end; it would signify that the accused was the witch who 
has bewitched the victim.  
 

 



 

Witch Mark: Came from England of the late 16th century; evidentiary practice which seeks out 
to find “Devil’s marks”- these marks would have permitted the witch to not feel any pain, and 
suckle human blood. They might also be disguised as birthmarks, moles, or simple discoloration.  
 

After the accused was arrested; their body would be searched for pecularities, most of the 
time, with an audience present. Doctors or midwives would examine the body with sharp, needle 
like objects. If the part of a body did not bleed when inflicted with the tool; it was an indication 
of the accused being a witch. (Evidently, it was later found out that most of the examining 
instruments, was in fact, just blunt or dull objects.) 
 
Superior Court of Judicature : On November 25, 1692, the General Court of Massachusetts 
passed legislation creating the Superior Court of Judicature and various lower courts. The 
Superior Court was again headed by William Stoughton, as Chief Justice, with Anthony 
Checkley continuing as the Attorney General and Jonathan Elatson as Clerk of the Court. The 
four Associate Justices were John Richards, Samuel Sewall, Wait Still Winthrop of Boston, and 
Thomas Danforth of Cambridge. The five Justices sat for the first time on January 3, 1693, in 
Salem Towne. This court; however, was required to ignore spectral evidence as unreliable. 3 

 
 
 
Matrix 
 

William Stoughton Chief Justice, Chief Magistrate (Pres. Chair) 

Sir. William Phips Governor 

John Richards Associate Magistrate 

Johnathan Corwin ”” 

Bartholomew Gedney ”” 

Samuel Sewell ”” 

Wait Still Winthrop of Boston ”” 

Nathaniel Saltonstall of Haverhill ”” 

John Hathorne Justice of the Salem witch trials, Associate 
Justice of the Massachusetts Superior Court of 
Judicature (not appointed to Court of Oyer 
and Terminer; but present nonetheless) 

 



 

Peter Sergeant Judge/ merchant 

Samuel Sewell Assistant magistrate/ judge  

Thomas Danforth Danforth was acting governor before Phips; 
was not appointed to Court of Oyer and 
Terminer; (present in Court of Judicature) was 
critical of spectral evidence 

 
 
 
Aspects to Consider During Debate  

1. Mass Hysteria: As the Court of Oyer and Terminer is in motion; and as the court will 
continue being in motion; the increasing of civil unrest is inevitable. Everyone is prone to 
being accused- fatal verdicts and a large number of “witches” damage the reputation of 
Salem; judges ought to do everything in their power to avoid such thing from happening.  

2. The legitimacy of spectral evidence  
3. Personal gain/benefit 
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For Further Reading 

1. https://www.smithsonianmag.com/history/a-brief-history-of-the-salem-witch-trials-17516
2489/ 

2. https://www.legendsofamerica.com/ma-salemcourt/3/ 
3. https://www.britannica.com/event/Salem-witch-trials/The-trials 
4. https://www.legendsofamerica.com/ma-salemcourt/3/ 
5. https://salemwitchmuseum.com/locations/salem-courthouse-in-1692-site-of/ 
6. https://www.history.com/topics/colonial-america/salem-witch-trials 
7.  
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